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occupies itself with the education of the masses in electricity
Energetics is to explain the laws of the technical reception of
energy and its application to industrial processes. Every in-
dustrial process studied, in the outline of polytechnical know-
ledge, must be studied also from the point of view of ener-
getics : what energy is used for driving the machines; the form
of transmission from motor to machines; the quantity of
energy used in transmission and in work, etc., etc.
" First place must be given to the creative and practical
study of electric energy, production and transmission. The
minimum of knowledge must include material acquainting the
children with the significance of electricity in mechanisation,
automatisation of production, mass production, and the
introduction of continuous production. Heat, mechanics, and
other aspects of energy must find a place in the general
minimum. The correct understanding of the technique of
production will only be achieved when the study of technology
is connected with the study of Socialist organisation and
production in the closest possible way. Without a knowledge
of the fundamentals of organisation and rationalisation of
industry, there cannot be obtained the right understanding
and knowledge of the technology of large-scale industry,"
I can imagine English readers standing aghast at this pro-
gramme, or else treating the whole as an impossible joke. Let
me hasten to assure them it is neither as terrifying nor as absurd
as would appear at first sight. The outline of polytechnical
knowledge is not taken until the fifth year, at the age of twelve,
and then only in an elementary form. By that time the children
have become accustomed to the industrial and economic termin-
ology, just as our children become accustomed to sport or film
terminology. I can testify that to a Soviet boy or girl of twelve
years old such terms as " Socialist organisation, mechanisation,
automatisation, electrification of industry," are quite intelligible
without having given him either swelled head or brain fever.
Katurally the information is given simply, in an elementary